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Message to MBA members

One year ago, news broadcasts were filled with stories about ever-rising COVID cases and deaths 

along with pictures of protests by tens of thousands of angry Americans pushing for social justice. 

As we enter the summer months in New England, COVID cases are consistently declining thanks to a 

region that continues to lead the country in vaccination. While we still have gains to make in equality, 

voices that may not have been heard a year ago are being heard today.

Last year’s Sound Bites Awards Call for Entries featured many photos from our members working 

through difficult conditions to provide local coverage of this once-in-a-century (hopefully) pandemic 

and an historic push for social change. The colors were muted as the subject matter was so serious.

This year, we wanted to project the hope that so many of us have as we continue to make progress 

back to normal. This document is as bright as our collective futures. We’re still dealing with COVID. 

We’re still fighting for all Americans to be treated equally. Violent crimes and tragic stories are still 

found across the state but there is a bright light at the end of our tunnel. 

I hope you and your station will choose to enter the 2021 Sound Bites Awards. Enter your coverage 

of highs and your coverage of lows as each display the value you bring to your listeners or viewers 

every day. And as we look across 38,000 cheering on the Sox at Fenway as they fight for the 

American League pennant, please mark November 10 in your calendar as the MBA presents Sound 

Bites in-person, in Framingham. I can’t wait to see you there.



Questions?

Any over-the-air radio or television property eligible 
for full membership in the MBA can submit.

1. All entries must be produced and aired by the 
entering station/cluster.

2. Entries must have been produced and aired 
by the station between July 1, 2020 and  
June 30, 2021. 

3. Maximum entry length is 15 minutes. Longer 
entries must be edited down.

4. Video entries must use a link from Youtube, 
Vimeo or other video hosting site that allows 
for downloading of videos.

5. Avoid special characters in file names. No 
apostrophes or #!

6. Stations must have the rights to all music, 
sound effects, and video used in submissions.

Criteria and Guidelines How to Enter
Head to RockOurAwards.com to upload 
all of your Sound Bites entries. To reset 
your password email Jordan Walton.

Entry Cost

Email Jordan Walton (jordan@massbroadcasters.org) 
or call the MBA office at 800-471-1875.

MBA members - $25/entry
Non-Members - $40/entry

At the MBA’s annual Sound Bites event on November 10, we’ll recognize the best that 
Massachusetts has to offer in radio and TV broadcasting with the Sound Bites Awards!
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Award Categories listed on following pages

SubmiSSiOn DeADline:
Entries and files must be submitted by 

Friday, August 20, 2021

Entries can be paid on RockOurAwards.com after you have completed entering.

http://www.rockourawards.com/
mailto:jordan%40massbroadcasters.org?subject=
mailto:jordan@massbroadcasters.org


Entry Categories
radio & television

Critical Coverage: This category will recognize 
exceptional coverage of the local impact—both 
negative and positive—of the coronavirus or civil 
rights protests to viewers or listeners. Entries may 
include any broadcast, digital, or event-based 
station content. Entries submitted in this category 
may not be submitted in their entirety in other 
Sound Bites categories (portions of the entry 
acceptable in certain categories).

individual Commercial Single commercial 
written and produced by your station for a 
local client.

Commercial Campaign Series of spots 
written and produced by your station (no more 
than three) for a single, local client that have a 
common theme.

Feature story Presentation of a single human 
interest story that is not closely tied to a recent 
news event. 

spot news story Presentation of a single 
topic, event or issue of hard news.

Public service Announcement Outline 
your station’s most successful and/or creative 
public service announcement for an outside entity. 
Include the recorded PSAs written and produced 
at your station.  Optional — include information 
about the campaign and results garnered.

#WeAreBroadcasters A unique event or 
program produced and promoted by your station 
that highlights your station’s localism. Programs 
may be community oriented, charitable, a one-
time occurrence or an annual event, etc.

Air Personality Clip or montage of a single 
on-air personality or show. 

station Promotional Announcement An 
on-air promotion of a station feature, contest, 
personality or program. The promo must be 
written, produced and aired on your station. Up to 
three promos for the same “subject” are allowed.

ContinuED on nExt PAGE
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radio & television (continued) 

Entry Categories
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sports Feature Presentation of a single 
sports topic; may be a local, regional or national 
sports story.

Best use of Digital Media This award will 
be given to the station that makes the digital 
world work for them. Show us your best social 
media campaign, banner ad, viral video, website 
design, smart phone app or whatever digital 
asset came out after this was printed. Files may 
include audio, video, screenshots, hyperlinks, etc. 

recurring segment This category highlights 
the best recurring segment or feature in a 
newscast or other locally produced program. 
Uploads should include at least two examples of 
the recurring segment. 

“Above and Beyond” Award Nominate 
someone who has gone “above and beyond” 
the call of duty at your station in the past year. 
This can be anyone. Have a promotions pro 
that dug out a listener from a snowbank this 
winter? Or an on-air personality who tutors 
aspiring broadcasters after work? Fill out the 
form from massbroadcasters.org and upload to 
RockOurAwards.com. Please include a photo or 
video of the nominee.

station of the Year Outline your station’s 
overall efforts throughout the past year including 
information about localism, public service 
activities, awards and honors, creative listener 
and sales promotions, quality of production 
and programming. Files should include audio or 
video. Optionally, stations may include pictures, 
screenshots, written summaries, URLs, etc. 
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investigative reporting A single news story 
or series, which was the result of the journalistic 
and investigative efforts of the station’s personnel. 
The station must have initiated the investigation. 
Criteria are significance, resourcefulness, fairness, 
thoroughness of coverage, and exclusivity.

Photojournalist Recognizes an individual whose 
work is executed behind the camera. 

A compilation clip of 3-5 events showing applicants 
best work. Judges to consider creativity, continuity 
and technical production. If necessary, include a 
narrative in PDF form explaining the clip(s).

Entry Categories

tV only

radio only
on-air Contest Highlight all the elements of 
your best on-air contest or giveaway. Entries can 
include promo announcements, on-air jock/listener 
talk, news coverage, web and social content and any 
other related materials. 

Excellence in sound Given to a station that 
uses “theater of the mind” to tell a story. 

sports Play-by-Play Your station’s best 
locally produced play-by-play coverage of a single 
sporting event. Network play-by-play (ESPN, 
Westwood One, etc.) is not allowed.

station imaging Entries may include sweepers, 
IDs, starters, drops, top of hours, splitters, show 
opens, power/custom/branded intros, and jingles. 
Entry can be a single item or a montage. Items in 
a montage can be thematic or varied in their core 
theme but should all be for the same station. 

Imaging need not be voiced by station staff 
but concept, direction, copy, etc. should be 
generated in-house.



2019 Harvey Leonard
WCVb-TV

2018 Matt Siegel, KISS 108

2017 Bill Pepin, WWLP-TV 2016 Bill Fine, WCVB-TV

2015 Candy O’Terry
boston Women in

media & entertainment 2014 Ed Perry, WATD-FM

2013 John Garabedian
CodComm, Inc. 2012 Jack Williams, WBZ-TV

?

Broadcaster of the Year
Who will be the next legendary Massachusetts radio or television broadcaster to be 
honored as the Broadcaster of the Year? Find out at sound Bites 2021 on november 10!

We rely, in part, on industry 
nominations to help guide our 
selection. The award can honor 
anyone in the industry that has 
spent their lives helping and 
providing live and local content 
via radio or television. If that 
broadcasting legend works in your 
building, nominate them now!

Each year the MBA recognizes 
one broadcaster who throughout 
his/her career has shown an 
outstanding commitment to 
broadcasting and their community 
in Massachusetts.

Download a nomination form at 
massbroadcasters.org/call-for-
entries and email by August 20 to:

jordan@massbroadcasters.org

nominations due 
Friday, August 20
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Photo Captions

1. Kate Taylor performs for MVY Radio’s supporting local music project.
2. 98.5 The Sports Hub’s Midday hosts Marc “Beetle” Bertrand and Scott Zolak talk to PM Drive host, Tony Massarotti 

during their Live broadcast from the 10th Annual “Who’s Your Caddy?” Classic that took place on June 21st.
3.  (and Cover) MVY Radio Operations Manager Marianna and MVY staff celebrate move into new building
4. Bob Terravecchia of Coastal Heritage Bank, a regular on the WATD Morning News program, with host Lisa Azizian.

5. Western Mass News anchors Chris Pasano and Jordyn Jagolinzer sit together at the news desk WWLP-22

6. MVY Radio DJs in new studios. 

7. WWLP-22News Anchor Rich Tettemer on set.

8. WWLP-22News Ciara Speller & Don Shipman happy to be together.

9. News Storm Team together for in-person shoot.

10. MVY Radio Underwriting Director Hillary Green and (Sound Bites Award-winning) DJ Laurel Redington

11. WGGB-WSHM TV. Surprise Squad at Chicopee High JROTC.

12. WWLP-22News volunteer work crew at Robinson State Park; Nexstar’s Day of Caring was first in-person 
community service project since COVID-19 began. The crew cleaned trails in the park.

13. Rob Hakala's first remote broadcast since the pandemic. WATD-Radio.

14. WWLP-22News reporter Nick Aresco in the field.

15. Pixy 103’s Lori Lori rockin’ out at Eli’s Tavern with the band Flydown.


